. PUBLICITY OF INCOME RETURNS ESSENTIAL
IF UNITED STATES IS TO WIN

BY BASIL M. MANLY

Washington, April 19.—1f we are
going to WIN this war we plready
Inow we have got to ralse vast funde
.by taxation with which to crush the
enemy; and If we are going to raise
these vast funds justly and guickly,
what we had beiter come to know
st once is this: That there is one
way to do it, and only one way—hy
PUBLICITY of the tax returns!

This is, to the discerning, the one
OUTSTANDING jtem In aull this
sloshing welter of talk about the cost
of the war now being indulged in by
our Congress

For to these who see it is no mat-
ter what mate of txation upon the
imcomes of our people i finaily
adopted, inasmuch as its purpose is
BOUND to be defeated ultimately,
onless these Incomes are HONEST-
LY REPORTED .

And experience everywhere, and at
all times, has shown that this is
never compietely accomplished ex-
cept by PUBLICITY.

A man hes GOT to be honest about
the gize of his Income If his report
to the government on this tople s
to be published, For if he Isn't, his
neighbors will tell on hitg.

This fact is certalnly percolating

into the heads af those who sit in the
congressional halls. The attitude of
these progresgive officlals §s flirly
summed up in the statefment of Rep-
resentative Crosser of Oblo, who
says:
“What is the use of formulating
new tax schemes unless we are
going o adopt sotme efficient means
of stopping tax-dodging? What do
we gain when we increase lncome
tax RATES, if the same amount of
fraud and evasion ag to the principal
is allowed to continge?

“The only effective means that |
know or anyone alse knows for stop-
ping tax frauds in time of war, or
pece, is to throw the returns ooen

to the public, so that everybody can
tell who is paying his just taxes, and
whether the revenue”agants are en-
foroing the law rigidly and impar-
tially.

“No ane can pretend lhat we are
At the present time getting anything
like complete returng under the fn-
come tax. The secretary of the
treasury says we nre not; the com-
missioner of internal revenue repors
hundreds of delinquents in the one
district in which b# has mude a thur-
ough investigation; and every man
in the street knows of numerous
cased of men who are completely
evading the tax or are paying oniy a
part of what they should.

“Unless we make the returng pub-
Hc this scandalous situation is sure
to grow even worse when we raise
the tax rates as we are certainly
going to do. The man who will dodge
10 pec cont tax will certainly not re-
sist the temptation to make a false
reture when the rats is raised to 30
or 40 per cent. And when we begin
taking all or nearly all of tha incomes
over $100.000, as | hope and beliava
we shall, every passible check on eva-
sion will be required.

“Under the state and municipal
tax laws, the tux collector goes [mto
the homes of the poor and lists every
plecs of furniture, every watcl, every
plect of personal ormametits that
they possess.  And these Hsts, show-
ing the most Intimats facks about the
household arrangements of the fam-
iHes, are open to the inspection of
all, In-asking for publicity of income
tax returns, we are not delvin® into
the personal affairs of private citl-
zens, but are merely providing &
means of knowing whether they huve
pald their JUST taxes:

“No phrase ever received a more
BELETGUS response o touk a slrong-
e bold on' the imuginations of the
peaple thun the president’s declarn-
tion at the bezinning of his first term




